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★ Care Visits
Your church wants to minister to 
you whenever you are in need!  If 
y o u o r a l o v e d o n e a r e 
hospitalized, seriously ill, or 
having surgery, please notify Rev. 
Kevin Campbell (276) 728-2862, 
or email hpcpastor@embarq 
mail.com. Also feel free to 
contact Clerk of Session Ron 
Walters at (276) 728-5065, or 
email ronjaniewalters@eart 
hlink.net . 

★Pastor Hours
Pastor Kevin’s days off are Friday 
and Saturday. Please avoid 
contacting him on these days 
unless it is an emergency.

WHY DO PEOPLE ATTEND CHURCH?
By Rev. Kevin Campbell

Why do people come to church? Why do people attend 
worship services? Or, perhaps the better question is: Why 
do you come to church? Why do you attend worship? Why 
do you show up Sunday after Sunday to praise the Lord? 
What makes you glad to come to the house of the Lord? 

Certainly, the responses to those questions are personal 
and varied. It might be that you come to church for 
fellowship and social connection. It could be that you 
attend worship to simply praise the Lord. Perhaps you 
come to church seeking inner peace, assurance, and 
comfort from a world that appears to be spinning out of 
control and bent toward chaos. Maybe you attend worship 
for the assurance of the familiar. And it could be that you 
come to church to grow and to mature in the life of faith 
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and discipleship. Maybe it is all of the above. 
The reasons why we attend church are 
deeply personal and often very private 
matters of the heart.  

Nonetheless, I began reflecting on the 
question “why do people attend church?” 
while reading columnist David Brooks’ most 
recent book, The Second Mountain: The 
Quest for a Moral Life. Brooks’ book is not a 
text about church or worship. It is not a book 
about faith either, although he does talk 
about his personal journey of faith. Brooks’ 
work, rather, is a reflection on what he 
identifies as two-competing worldviews, 
which offer to us two distinctly opposing 
ways to live and to be in the world. On the 
one hand, there is the individualist 
wor ldv iew, which i s the dominan t 
perspective among us. On the other hand, 
there is an alternative way of life, a path that 
is not widely embraced, but much more life 
giving. Brooks identifies this way as the 
relationalist worldview. 

In the middle of his critical either-or 
reflections on these two competing and 
opposing worldviews, Brooks quotes 
Unitarian pastor Galen Guengerich who 
makes an interesting observation on why 
people attend church, why they come to 
worship. Guengerich says: 

 …We also need to learn the virtue of staying 
put and staying true, of choosing again what 
we chose before. In my view that’s one of the 
main reasons we come to church. 

We’re here not so much to make spiritual 
progress each week, though that is wonderful 
when it happens. Rather, we mostly come for 
the consistency—for what remains the same 
from week to week: the comfort of the 

liturgy, the solace of the music, the reassuring 
sight of familiar faces, the enduring presence 
of ancient rites and timeless symbols. We’re 
here to remind ourselves of values that unite 
us and commitments that keep us heading in 
the right direction. We’re here to choose 
again what we chose before. (Brooks, The 
Second Mountain, p. 128) 

As I have pondered Guengerich’s conclusion 
about why we come to church, a new 
thought occurred to me about a worship 
question that I am frequently asked:  

“Why do we sing new and unfamiliar hymns? 
Can’t we sing the good, old, and familiar 
hymns that we all know and love?” 

In the past, I have heard and received those 
questions as resistance to change. But, as I 
reflect on Guengerich’s conclusion, I wonder 
if what is really being said is something like 
this: “The reason that I come to church is for 
the assurance and comfort of the familiar. 
When the hymns are new, difficult to sing, 
and unknown, then something of the familiar 
(the reason why I come to church) is taken 
away from me.” 

There is something about “the familiar” that 
is reassuring, comfort ing, and safe, 
especially, in our current cultural, political, 
and social climate where everything appears 
chaotic, out of control, and unstable. Coming 
to church provides us with a sanctuary, a 
sense of hope and security.  

But, is the life of discipleship primarily about 
“choosing again what we have chosen 
before?” Is faith mainly about familiarity and 
comfort? Perhaps it is. To a certain point, I 
find myself in agreement with Guengerich. 
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Our Prayer List
Austin Burns, Betty Anne 
Gaskill, Tim Gaskill, Scott 
Mitchem, Rick Walters, 
Delores Brannock, Debbie 
M c C r a w , C l i o n a 
Breathnach, Olen & Norma 
Quesenberry, Katie Burton, 
Perry Creed, Hallie Bae 
Bernard , Sus ie Cross , 
Harriett Barnard, Mary 
Kaye Stanberry, The Steidle 
family, Glenda Dalton, 
Robert Worrell, Cleston 
Nester. 

Our Shut-ins 
Mary Jett (Trinity), Jean 
Talley (Our Lady of the 
Valley Nursing Home, 
Roanoke), Betty Wood 
( h o m e ) , C l a r k B r ow n 
(Trinity), Martha Allen 
(home), Ron Doerschug 
(home). 

Worship, coming to church, is about affirming and choosing 
again what we have chosen before. No doubt about it.  
There is something that is assuring and securing each 
Sunday when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, make our 
confessions of sin, receive the assurance of pardon, recite 
the Apostles’ Creed, and sing the good, ole tried and true 
hymns. In those moments of worship, like me, you may feel 
that you are “leaning on the everlasting arms of Jesus…safe 
and secure from all alarms.” Worship, up to a point, is 
about “choosing what we have chosen before.” It is about 
the comforting, the familiar, and the safe. 

However, there is more. There is another side to the 
proverbial coin. Coming to church is also about spiritual 
progress. It is about growing in grace. It is about maturing in 
the life of faith. It is about getting our lives in-sync with 
Christ’s life and way in the world.  If worship is mainly 
about the comfort of the familiar, then it begins to feel 
empty and shallow. It becomes merely nostalgia, living in 
the past, and our growth becomes stunted. We become 
stagnant. The fourth century Christian mystic and theologian 
Gregory of Nyssa concluded: “Sin happens whenever we 
refuse to keep growing.” 

Coming to church is also about spiritual progress. It is about 
change, growth, and redemption. As I think about worship 
as spiritual growth, I am reminded of Jesus’ words to his 
disciples in John 15: 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit…. Abide in me as 
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. (John 15:1-2, 4-5) 

Jesus’ horticultural analogy is a powerful image about the 
life and call of discipleship. It is all about progressing, 
growing spiritually and producing the ripe, sweet fruit of the 
gospel.
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For some time, I have been concerned that we have forgotten that coming to church is as much 
about spiritual growth and progress as it is about comfort and familiarity. It is the reason why I 
emphasize repentance and transformation as much as I do in my sermons, even as I suspect you 
are weary of me talking about change. Faith, nevertheless, is about change. Discipleship is 
about growth, maturity, and progress. 

So, here is the challenge for us: It is to hold in dynamic, joyful tension the two main reasons 
why we attend church, because they are both true. We gather at church Sunday after Sunday to 
do two things: 

1) To chose again what we have chosen before; 
2) To progress…to grow in the life of discipleship and faith. 

We are all works in progress. None of us is a completed masterpiece. As you ponder why you 
come to church, I hope the words of the apostle Paul to his church friends at Philippi give you 
encouragement: 

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6) 

I hope to see you soon and often as we chose again what we have already chosen and as we 
grow together in faith… 

Kevin 

Tuesday Table Talk

On the first Tuesday of each month, Rev. Campbell leads a book discussion group 
called Tuesday Table Talk. The focus of the group is to read and discuss together a 
book that focuses on contemporary and current political, social and theological 
issues. Everyone is encouraged and invited and welcome to participate in the 
discussion group. The group will be reading and discussing the following books: 

• October 1st—Alienated America: Why Some Places Thrive While Other 
Places Collapse by timothy P. Carney 

• November 5th--$2.00 A Day: Living on Almost nothing in America by Katheryn 
J. Edin and H. Luke Shaefer 

• December 3rd—Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the 
Bible Again—Rachel Held Evans 
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The Movement Class Resumes!
By Yvette Ladd 

I am happy to report that the Movement Class will resume on Mondays at 10am beginning 
October 7. Thanks to Ruthie Griggs for her relentless encouragement! 

The class is offered for a suggested donation of $5-$10 per class or $25-30 per month. The class 
is targeted towards elders - those of the baby-boomer generation and beyond, for the purpose of 
functional fitness and life-enhancement.  

Statistics reveal that only 1 in 3 adult Americans gets the recommended amount of exercise 
each week. The American College of Sports Medicine recommends 30 minutes per day, 5 days 
per week. There are four types of exercise. Each is also a benefit of exercise:  endurance, 
strength, flexibility, and balance. A functional exercise program will include all four. 

Exercise isn't only beneficial for physical health. Studies support claims that regular exercise is 
helpful for most health conditions including those that do not appear to be physical in nature, 
like Alzheimer's and depression. Likewise, regular exercise can help one  manage  chronic 
health conditions like hypertension and diabetes as well as risk factors including cardiovascular 
and metabolic imbalances. In short, regular exercise improves the quality of life.  

Regular exercise can prolong the ability to live independently. Consider things  that you may 
take for granted now like getting dressed without help every day or preparing your own meals. 
A loss in any one of the above mentioned benefits can compromise one's ability to put on 
socks, unhook a bra, stand or move about the kitchen for prolonged periods of time, carry 
groceries, or get up from a fall.  

I hope that you will consider the many advantages offered by participating in a regular exercise 
program and join us on Mondays. I do my best to offer a movement practice that is accessible 
and adaptable to all participants. The intention of the class is to support the four benefits noted 
above and to share with participants complimentary skills and information that contribute to 
overall health and wellness. The bonuses are the fellowship and inspiration that we each take 
away from the experience. 

This class is open to all community members so bring a friend! 

Feel free to contact me. 

276-210-3577 

ypladd@gmail.com 

mailto:ypladd@gmail.com
mailto:ypladd@gmail.com
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2-Oct - Vickie Mills 
4-Oct - Barbara Howlett 
9-Oct - Gale Legg 
11-Oct - Ann Largin 
15-Oct - April Gunn 
16-Oct - Linda Doerschug 
1-Nov - Charles Collins 
2-Nov - Liz Ingersoll 
3-Nov - William Blair 
6-Nov - Joe McCraw 
8-Nov - Jane Melton 
9-Nov - Houston Dixon 
14-Nov - Susan Randall 
18-Nov - Sue Legg 
25-Nov - Doug Smith 
26-Nov - Darlene Vaughn 
27-Nov - Tina Wilcox 
14-Dec - Donna Godwin 
16-Dec - Anita Edmonds 
17-Dec - Bill Hicks 
25-Dec - Kenny Melton 

21-Oct -  
Celeste & John Tsaklis 
23-Oct -  
Vickie Mills  & David Welch 
14-Dec - 
Brenda & Gary Quesinberry 

Building & Grounds Committee 
Update
By David Welch

We are please to report the Manse has a new roof. The 
sanctuary gutter drainage and basement heat pump 
replacement have also been completed. Thanks to Greg, 
Russ and Ted for successfully completing those projects.  

On Wednesday, October 16 the two doors that lead into 
the fellowship hall and two doors on the side of the 
basement will be replaced. The replacement doors will 
be “glass doors” with bronze metal trim and bronze 
tinted glass. The new doors will feature panic bar 
hardware to aid in quick exit. 

We anticipate the cracks in the parking lot will be sealed 
later this month.

Project Project	Leader
Cost	
Es/mate

Project	
Descrip/on

4	Glass	doors	
installed

D.	Welch $10,550.00
Replace	fellowship	
hall	and	basement	
doors

Parking	lot	
repair D.	Welch $1,800.00

Repair	parking	lot	
cracks

Advent and Christmas Activities 

Our Annual Hanging of the Greens fellowship time will 
be on Monday, November 25th at 6pm. Please join us 
as we decorate the church in preparation for 
Christmas. 

Our annual Joy Gift Potluck Lunch and Offering will 
occur on Sunday, December 1st, following morning 
worship. 

Christmas Eve Service will be Tuesday, December 24th 
at 4pm. This year’s service will feature the Hillsville 
Presbyterian Church Choir and the music of 
CandelFirth as they lead us in worship using the 
cantata, Have You Heard? A Celtic Christmas 
Celebration. 
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Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands
By David Welch

On Saturday, September 21, 2019 the Sara Ellen Harless Garden of Hope was dedicated at the 
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands open house. Many graduates of the home were on hand 
along with the Board of Directors, residents, staff, honored local and state officials plus members of the 
Abingdon Presbytery churches. This beautiful garden features three granite columns that recognize the 
three levels of giving to the PCHH 100th Anniversary Celebration Campaign: 

• Joy ($1,000 - $4,999) 
•Peace ($5,000 - $9,999) 
•Love ($10,000 or more) 

 
The Sarah Ellen Harless Garden of Hope was given in memory of Sarah Ellen Harless and is located a 
couple hundred yards from the entrance to our property in the triangle as you approach our buildings... 
it’s the focal point of the PCHH campus. 

Gale (PCHH board member) and Sue (past PCHH board member) Legg, Carol and David Lanham and 
Vickie Mills and David Welch were on hand representing Hillsville Presbyterian Church. 



Page  of 8 10

7th - Movement Class, 10am 

Music & Worship Committee Meeting, 1pm 
  
8th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am 
(Fairview PC) 
  
9th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 1), 
10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
10th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm 
(Hillsville PC)  
  
13th - 18th Sunday after Pentecost   
Scripture: Luke 17:11-19  
Sermon: “The Tenth Leper” 

Fall Potluck following Morning Worship, 
12pm 
  
14th - Movement Class, 10am 

Presbyterian Women, 2pm  
  
Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview PC)  
  
16th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 2), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
17th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm 
(Hillsville PC)  
  

20th - 19th Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-3, 2 Timothy 
3:14-4:5, Luke 18:1-8  
Sermon: “A Parable About Prayer” 
Session Meeting following Morning Worship, 
12pm 

21st - Movement Class, 10am 
  
22nd - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am 
(Fairview PC) 
  
23rd - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 3), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
24th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm 
(Hillsville PC) 

27th - 20th Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture: Isaiah 42:10-13, Psalm 147:1-20, 
Acts 16:25-40, Luke 1:46-55  
Sermon: “Singing the Old, Old…New, New 
Song” 

28th - Movement Class, 10am 

29th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am 
(Fairview PC) 
  
30th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 4), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
31st - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm 

October, 2019 Calendar

Worship, Events and Meetings



Page  of 9 10

3rd - 21st Sunday after Pentecost   
Scripture: Isaiah 1:10-18, Psalm 32:1-7, Luke 
19:1-10 
Sermon: “The Primal Drama of Forgiveness” 

Session Meeting, 12pm (following morning 
worship) 

4th - Movement Class, 10am  
  
5th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview 
PC) 
  
Tuesday Table Talk, 6pm 
  
6th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 1), 10am 

Choir Practice , 6pm 
  
7th - Fall Meeting of Abingdon Presbytery 
(Tazewell Presbyterian Church), 9:30am  
  
No Mighty Acts Bible Study 

10th - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
(Guest Minister)  
  
11th - Movement Class, 10am 

Presbyterian Women, 2pm 
  
12th - No Mighty Acts Bible Study  
  
13th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 2), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm  
  

14th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm (Hillsville 
PC) 
  
17th - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  
Scripture: Mark 12:41-44  
Sermon: “The Widow to Watch” 

18th - Movement Class, 10am 

19th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview 
PC) 
  
20th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 3), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
21st - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm 
  
24th - Christ the King Sunday (Communion 
Sunday) 
Scripture: Jeremiah 23:1-6, Colossians 1:9-20, 
Luke 22:7-23 
Sermon: “Remember Me!” 
  
25th - Movement Class, 10am 

Hanging of the Greens, 6pm  
  
26th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview 
PC) 
  
27th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 4), 
10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
28th - Thanksgiving Day, No Mighty Acts Bible 
Study 

November, 2019 Calendar

Worship, Events and Meetings
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1st - First Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 
24:36-44 
Sermon: “Have You Heard: The Son of Man Is 
Coming!” 

Joy Offering Fellowship Lunch, 12pm 

2nd - Movement Class, 10am 
  
3rd - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview PC) 
  
Tuesday Table Talk, 6pm  
  
4th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 1), 10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
5th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm (Hillsville PC) 

8th - Second Sunday of Advent  
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon: “Have You Heard: A New Shoot from A 
Dead Stump”  
  
9th - Movement Class, 10am 

Presbyterian Women, 2pm 
  
10th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 10am (Fairview PC) 
  
11th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 2), 10am 

No Choir Practice, 6pm  
  
12th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm (Hillsville 
PC) 

15th -Third Sunday of Advent  
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, Matthew 
11:2-11 
Sermon: “Have You Heard: The Wilderness 
Renewed” 

16th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
17th - Mighty Acts Bible Study 
  
18th - Shut-in Meals and Delivery (Team 3), 10am 

Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
19th - Mighty Acts Bible Study, 6pm (Hillsville PC) 

22nd - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25 
Sermon: “Have You Heard: The Baby Will Have Two 
Names” 

23rd - Movement Class, 10am 
  
24th - Christmas Eve Service 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20  
Sermon: “Have You Heard: The Savior Is Born!” 
Worship & Cantata featuring HPC Choir and 
CandelFirth, 4pm 

No Mighty Acts of God Bible Study 
  
25th - Christmas Day 

26th - No Mighty Acts of God Bible Study 

27th - First Sunday After Christmas 
Scripture: Isaiah 63:7-9, Hebrews 2:10-18, 
Matthew 2:13-23  
Sermon: “A Different Kind of Christmas Story” 
 
  

December, 2019 Calendar

Worship, Events and Meetings


