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★ Care Visits
Your church wants to minister 
to you whenever you are in 
need!  If you or a loved one 
are hospitalized, seriously ill, 
or having surgery, please notify 
Clerk of Session David Welch 
at (276) 733-1767, or email 
dswelch162@gmail.com. 

★Church 
Activities
In response to directives to 
limit the spreading of the 
Coronavirus and to help 
protect the health of our 
congregation, the Hillsville 
Presbyterian Church Session 
has canceled worship services 
and all activities through June 
10th  in accordance with the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 
Please stay healthy and safe.

#DON’T PANIC #GOD’S GOT THIS
By David Welch, Clerk of Session

As I sat at my computer to prepare this quarter’s edition of 
the OurRock newsletter, many realizations flooded over 
me. First, I was reminded we don’t currently have a Pastor 
and therefore we’re without their words of wisdom, 
comfort or challenges. It then occurred to me all of our 
activities are suspended so I don’t have a lot of news to 
contribute. Well, I’m going to give it my best effort to 
publish a newsletter anyway. Pardon my stream of 
conscientious style, but here we go… 

While the COVID-19 virus is rocking our world in many 
ways, the important things remain constant. 1) God is with 
us, loves us, cares for us and never leaves us alone. Pledge 
your life to God. 2) People love and care for us, our 
families, our friends and our Church family. Daily calls 
from kids, grandkids, family and friends are a GODSEND. 
Pick up your Church directory and call a church friend and 
catch up. 3) To my knowledge all of us are healthy and 
safe. Many of our daily lives aren’t much different. 
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To those of us still working we pray for you 
and ask God to keep you healthy, wise in 
virus prevention and safe. 4) While we don’t 
currently have a pastor we have God’s 
Church family. A family that deeply cares and 
is there to help you should the need arise.  

So, while we are sequestered at home count 
your blessings and do your part to save 
others. 

#GOD IS WITH US #WE ARE ALL IN THIS 
TOGETHER #EVEN THE DARKEST NIGHT 
ENDS AND THE SUN RISES #HOPE #CALL 
SOMEONE #DON’T PANIC #WE STAND 
TOGETHER #PRAY FOR THE HEALTHCARE 
WORKERS #PRAY FOR THOSE WHO 
SUSTAIN US #PRAY FOR THE SICK AND 
THEIR FAMILIES #GOD IS ALWAYS WITH 
US  #THANKFUL FOR MY CHURCH 
FAMILY 

As your clerk I have been receiving email 
from Abingdon Presbytery. First there was a 
request to learn what we were doing about 
the virus. I reported we had cancelled all 
church activities in accordance with our 
Commonwealth and exploring ways to 
worship at home. Next there was a request 
asking if our church had virtual worship. I 
sent you the listing of Abingdon Presbytery’s 
virtual worship opportunities in Saturday’s 
email. Finally last week Abingdon Presbytery 
o f f e r ed eve ry member Chu rch the 
opportunity to receive a gift of $2,000 to help 
our community with the impact of 
COVID-19. I’ve included the Presbytery’s 
letter in our newsletter. Our Session 
discussed the request and voted to accept the 
$2,000 gift and use the money to purchase 
food for our food pantry. What a kind, loving 
and wonderful act! 

Nancy McDaniel organized our first round of 
Care Calls. She divided the names in our 
church directory and assigned a group of 
names to each Session member. Most 
members enjoyed the calls. Originally we 
envisioned we would call every week, 
several of us are rethinking the frequency and 
thinking we’ll call every two weeks. 
Someone has also suggested we rotate the list 
amongst Session members so we have the 
opportunity to call different people.  Besides 
visiting as friends on the call we are learning 
about prayer list updates and other needs 
people have. We hope our calls are useful, 
we’re thinking we will continue to call until 
we have a permanent pastor. If you don’t 
want to be called you can always opt out. 

With Governor Northam’s stay at home order 
extended to June 10th we aren’t planning 
worship or any activities for April and May. 
We hope to continue BackPack Buddies and 
reopen the Food Pantry if we can get a food 
supply. We were planning to have Summer 
Concerts again this year in June, July and 
August. At this point in time we don’t know if 
we will go forward. 

Our Interim/Transition Team (interim pastor 
search committee) chaired by Mike Wilcox is 
on target to complete the first phase of their 
work. The Session will virtually meet with the  
team soon. Read Mike’s team update article 
for the details. 

A Church member asked / suggested the 
following. “Has anyone thought about doing 
a live Bible study on our church Facebook? 
 We have a lot of members on Facebook and 
this could be a wonderful outreach ministry 
in the life of our church while we are away.” 
If there is interest in this activity let me know 
and we will do our best to organize. 
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Our Prayer List
Austin Burns, Betty Anne 
Gaskill, Tim Gaskill, Scott 
Mitchem, Rick Walters, 
Delores Brannock, Debbie 
McCraw, Olen & Norma 
Quesenberry, Hallie Bae 
Bernard , Sus ie Cross , 
Cleston Nester, Becky 
Leffell, Teresea Webb, John 
Rollison, Bernice Wade, 
David Wade, S ta f fo rd 
Query, Neil Hylton, Frances 
Hughes, Parker Hysell, 
Kenny Sawyers, Stafford 
Worrell, Colin Walters, 
Caitlin Turgeon and family.  

Our Shut-ins 
Mary Jett (Trinity), Jean 
Talley (Our Lady of the 
Valley Nursing Home, 
Roanoke), Betty Wood 
( h o m e ) , C l a r k B r ow n 
(Trinity), Martha Allen 
(home), Ron Doerschug 
(home). 

So, in closing my faith is in the Lord that he will watch over, 
protect us, love us and keep us safe. I will do my part by 
staying home and patiently wait for the virus to burn out. I 
will do my best to call somebody everyday and let them 
know I’m thinking of them and care for them. I will practice 
daily Bible and devotional readings, meditation and prayers 
for you, my family, friends, society and our prayer and shut-
in people. I will ask for forgiveness and divine guidance on 
how to become a better Christian. While I miss being with 
people and worshiping God in Church I am learning how to 
worship God at home. During this time of Jesus’s 
resurrection may we all be resurrected and transformed as 
God’s new people. 

Peace, prayers and blessings, David 

A prayer from Alison B.

Father God, in the almighty name of Jesus I pray 
earnestly for your healing all over the land. We are 
standing and trusting in your promises. By your hands we 
can be healed! Touch the minds and hearts of our leaders. 
I humbly ask that your will be done. I pray a special 
blessing for healthcare providers and first responders and 
for the ones that are reading this prayer and passing it on 
to others. I believe and proclaim victory in Jesus‘s name! 
Amen! Glory be to God!

I am praying for each of you and your families and our 
church family and community. May the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding be with you, Alison

Isaiah 41:10 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html
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HPC Transition Team 
Status
By Mike Wilcox

Although we, the congregants of Hillsville 
Presbyterian Church, find ourselves enduring 
the needed limitations of social distancing, 
work does go on in the search for an Interim 
Pastor.  As team chair, I would like to lay out 
for you our status to date and my take on the 
process. 

You may remember that in February the 
Session had identified a Transition Team 
consisting of two current Session members, 
Ken Gunn and Mike Wilcox, and four 
members not currently on the Session, Leigh 
Anne Phillips, Penny Moseley, Susan Randall, 
and Sandy Worrell.  The Transition Team held 
a Kickoff Meeting on February 23rd 
organized by Clerk of Session, David Welch, 
and attended also by Jane Davis, Abingdon 
Presbytery Committee on Ministry (COM) 
member.  At that meeting, we scanned 
available documents, discussed our view of 
the tasks ahead, and set three target dates to 
produce material needed to find a suitable 
Interim Pastor. 

The second meeting occurred on March 8th 
(at the church) with team members and Jane 
Davis in attendance.  Ms. Davis passed out 
copies of the Ministry Information Form, a 
fill-in-the-blank document that serves as a 
guide for team focus.  She then bid us 
“adieu” so that we could get down to the task 
at hand, preparing our Church Profile (Who 
are we?).  Please allow me at this point to 
insert my take on the overall process.  I see 
this Interim Pastor selection as divided into 
three phases.  We are currently in Phase I, 
definition.  Whether you prefer to think of the 
job oriented Monster.com, or the more 
personal Match.com model, our church is 

trying to pair with a pastor who views herself/
himself a good fit for our open Interim Pastor 
position.  Our Transition Team needs to let 
the field of potential candidates know what 
we are all about.  So, we completed our 
church profile, then scheduled our next 
meeting for March 22nd. 
  
With the implementation of a stay-at-home 
societal status, we were forced to work via 
t e l ephone con fe renc ing and ema i l 
connectivity.  Fortunately, that worked 
amazingly well.  During the March 22nd 
meeting, the team developed the Pastor 
Po s i t i o n D e s c r i p t i o n a n d S a l a r y 
Recommendation.  Thinking back to the 
online match imagery, this would answer the 
other side of the equation (Who are we 
looking for?).  At this point, the Transition 
Team was on a roll.  We needed just one 
more teleconference (conducted March 29th) 
to draft a Mission Statement and finish our 
input for Session approval. 
  
That brings us to today.  Once the Session 
approves our Transition Team input, we can 
effectively post our match file.  Phase II, 
search, will begin.  We all hope that there 
will be lots of candidates interested in taking 
on the position of HPC Interim Pastor.  From 
those available, the Transition Team will 
review their profiles and send us to Phase III, 
recommendation and selection.  Keep the 
process in your prayers. 

$1,220 Raised in 2020
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1-Apr - Lisa Hurst 
2-Apr - Karen Casteele 
3-Apr - Mike Wilcox 
8-Apr - Ron Doerschug 
18-Apr - Deb Linton 
20-Apr - Ruthie Griggs 
25-Apr - Brenda Quesinberry 
27-Apr - Mary Jet 
2-May - Rob Redus 
8-May - Celeste Tsaklis 
11-May - Greg Hicks 
14-May - Ken Gunn 
28-May - Deanna Bowman 
3-Jun - Gary Quesinberry 
7-Jun - Tammy Smith 
15-Jun - Ron Walters 
15-Jun - Sandy Worrell 
20-Jun - Leigh Anne Phillips 
25-Jun -Rachel Worrell 
29-Jun - Robert Worrell Jr. 
29-Jun -Carol Lanham

9-Apr - Bernice & Marion Wade 
19-May - Susan & Stephen 
Randall 
22-May - Deb & Gene Linton 
1-Jun - Alison & J Bolen 
4-Jun - Carol & David Lanham 
6-Jun - Doug & Tammy 
Smith 
9-Jun - Linda & Ron Doerschug 
15-Jun - Sue & Gale Legg 
16-Jun - Tina & Mike Wilcox 
17-Jun -Brenda & Charles 
Collins 
17-Jun -Christine Beck 

Church Financial Matters
By Vickie Mills

To paraphrase a line from a famous rock song, “what a 
long, strange year it’s been”.  And we are only in the 
first third of it! I was still working through Kevin’s 
departure when WHAM!  - this crazy virus thing hit 
and now I can’t see my Church family.  It has been a lot 
to process. 

And yet I am constantly reminded that things continue 
on; the grass grows, flowers bloom, birds sing.   I’ve 
always viewed spring as a great reminder of God’s ever-
present love for us and this year seems an especially 
poignant reminder. 

The not-so-pretty side of things continuing on are the 
bills.  Despite all of us not being able to attend church 
together and visit with each other, the bills for the 
Church continue to make their regular appearance.  
Insurance, telephone, utilities, upkeep – they aren’t the 
least bit affected by coronavirus, as I’m sure you know 
all too well in your personal situations.  Always being 
one to try to look on the bright side of a situation, since 
we aren’t in church, we aren’t spending as much on 
certain items and oddly enough, on a pastor’s salary 
right now.  Unfortunately, we do have “fixed 
costs” (sorry for the use of an accounting term) – which 
are the costs that remain despite all the lights being off, 
no songs in praises to God or wonderful potluck 
gatherings. 

So please continue to support the Church through your 
offering which can be made by 1) a check sent through 
the mail or 2) by donating online using a credit card (to 
donate online,  go to https://www.hpcourrock.org/
donate).    

Thank you to all who continue to send in your offering.  
Thank you for staying safe and remember God loves 
you (and I do, too)! 

https://www.hpcourrock.org/donate
https://www.hpcourrock.org/donate
https://www.hpcourrock.org/donate
https://www.hpcourrock.org/donate
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The Children’s Home is looking for a volunteer from Hillsville 
Presbyterian Church. We need an Ambassador and if you would to 

become to volunteer please let David Welch know. 
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Presbyterian Children’s Home
of the Highlands, Inc.

AMBASSADOR APPLICATION
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