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★ Care Visits
Your church wants to minister 
to you whenever you are in 
need!  If you or a loved one 
are hospitalized, seriously ill, 
or having surgery, please notify 
Rev. Kevin Campbell (276) 
7 2 8 - 2 8 6 2 , o r e m a i l 
hpcpastor@embarq mail.com. 
Also feel free to contact Clerk 
of Session David Welch at 
(276) 733-1767, or email 
dswelch162@gmail.com. 

★Pastor Hours
Pastor Kevin’s days off are 
Friday and Saturday. Please 
avoid contacting him on these 
days unless it is an emergency.

WHY DOES THE HILLSVILLE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EXIST?
By Rev. Kevin Campbell

Let me begin my article for this edition of Our Rock by 
saying: Happy New Year! I hope and pray and trust that this 
year is filed with God’s richest gifts for you and your loved 
ones 

I have struggled with what to say to you as we begin a new 
year of ministry and mission together. Believe it or not, I 
have been at a loss of words. As I have pondered what to 
write to you, one question keeps bubbling up over and 
over again in my mind. That question is: Why do we exist? 
Why does the Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist? 

I suspect that question may not be one that you have 
pondered or ever asked before. Nonetheless, think about 
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that question for a moment. How would you 
respond to the question: Why does the 
Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist?  

You might respond to that query by saying 
something like this: “Of course, everyone 
knows why we exist. We are like a family. 
We are a church family. We take care of one 
another. We exist to provide religious goods 
and services to our members (baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals). We have an 
excellent music program. We are known for 
our pastor’s teaching and preaching.” While 
all of those things may be good and true 
about us, they do not answer the question: 
Why do we exist? 

As we begin a new year of ministry and 
mission together in Jesus’ name, it occurs to 
me that there are three essential things that 
we must do as a congregation this year: 

1) We must consistently ask: Why does the 
Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist? We need 
to keep asking and asking and asking that 
question, peeling back the layers until we get 
to the kernel of the question. Here are some 
other ways that we might ask and peel back 
the layers of that question: “What is our 
reason for being? What is our mission? What 
is our purpose? What makes us unique as a 
congregation? What is our reputation in the 
community? If we disappeared, would 
anyone notice? What would they miss? Why 
Church?” To be an effective and thriving 
congregation, we must regularly and 
routinely ask: Why do we exist?  

Peter Drucker, the famed management guru 
and consultant to many of America’s 
corporations, made a career out of asking 
three simple questions:  

 1) What business are you in? 

 2) Who is your customer?  

3) What does the customer value?  

While I personally cringe at the use of 
business language to describe the church’s 
purpose and mission, Drucker’s questions do 
apply to our ministry and mission: 

“What is our business?” Calling people to 
faith in Jesus Christ and shaping them to be 
faithful disciples. 

“Who is the customer?” Church members 
and attendees, spiritual seekers, and the un-
churched. 

“What does the customer value?” This is all 
over the map. But, I think it includes an 
experience with the living God, community, 
music and worship, and outlets for ministry. 

After Drucker asked, “What business are you 
in?” he would always follow up with “How’s 
business?” It seems to me that the only way 
we can effectively answer the question, 
“How’s business?” is if we are clearly and 
consistently asking and answering, Why does 
the Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist? 

For the past six months, the Session has been 
engaged in a discovery and discernment 
process that church consultants Gil Rendle 
and Alice Mann describe as “a holy 
conversation.”  
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Our Prayer List
Austin Burns, Betty Anne 
Gaskill, Tim Gaskill, Scott 
Mitchem, Rick Walters, 
Delores Brannock, Debbie 
McCraw, Olen & Norma 
Quesenberry, Hallie Bae 
Bernard , Sus ie Cross , 
Cleston Nester, Becky 
Leffell , Teresea Webb, 
Robert Reed, John Rollison, 
Be rn ice Wade , Dav id 
Wade, Gary Quesinberry, 
Stafford Query, Rob Redus.  

Our Shut-ins 
Mary Jett (Trinity), Jean 
Talley (Our Lady of the 
Valley Nursing Home, 
Roanoke), Betty Wood 
( h o m e ) , C l a r k B r ow n 
(Trinity), Martha Allen 
(home), Ron Doerschug 
(home).  

The Session has been reflecting on the question: Why do we 
exist? During this time of discernment, the Session has 
considered our church’s strengths and weaknesses; it has 
thought about potential threats to our church’s ministry and 
mission; it has pondered potential opportunities for growth 
and outreach for our church. While the Session has not 
completed its “holy conversation,” it is moving toward three 
outcomes: 1) sharing its process and insights with the 
congregation, 2) inviting the whole congregation into its 
discernment process about the church’s purpose, and 3) 
developing a strategic focus, plan and vision for our 
church’s ministry and mission. 

The question, why do we exist, is not merely an 
interrogatory for the Session to consider. It is a query for the 
entire congregation. It is a question that every one of us 
must ask, ponder, and respond to. 

2) By asking and answering the question: Why does the 
Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist? We can do something 
that is absolutely vital for our church. We can identify and 
recover our true sense of purpose, which is to transform 
human lives in Jesus’ name. If our church is to have any 
staying power, then we must rediscover our true purpose. 
Transitional ministry expert Norman B. Bendroth concludes: 
“The purpose of the church is to change lives by nurturing 
people in a life-changing relationship with the living God.”  

The leading-edge questions for people who are finding their 
way back to church are: “How can I have a spiritual life? 
How can I have an experience with the transcendent? How 
can I get God into my life? How can I be different?” People 
are still hungry for a transcendent, spiritual, or religious 
experience. People are seeking the holy and the sacred. 
People are searching for stability in our troubled, turbulent, 
and tumultuous cultural age. Our society feels unmoored 
and adrift, and people are looking for an anchoring hope. 

 Unfortunately, many people do not look to the institutional 
church, or even to our church, to provide that experience. I 
believe that churches that understand their purpose to be 
transforming human lives in the name of Jesus Christ have 
an opportunity to help people to have an experience of the 
holy that is redemptive, transformative, and formative.   
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By paying attention to and delivering on these four vital practices, worship, teaching, mission, 
and community that are at the heart of Christian formation (how Christ is formed in us and how 
we make disciples), we can provide opportunities for people to experience God in fresh and 
life-giving ways.   

3) Consequently, we need to find new ways of “being and doing church.” We can no longer “do 
business as usual.” In his book Transforming Congregational Culture, Anthony B. Robinson 
argues that churches need to make strategic shifts from the old model of “doing church” to the 
new realities of the twenty-first century. He contends that we must move from being givers to 
receivers who give, from a board culture to a ministry culture, from membership mentality to 
discipleship formation and active invitation, from community organization to faith-based 
ministry, from democracy to discernment, from budget as an end to the budget to as a means to 
do ministry, from fellowship to hospitality.  

Candidly, I think Robinson is right. He is spot on. We need a paradigm shift. We need to rethink 
how we do church. We need to reconsider what it means to be the people of Jesus. We need to 
find new ways of “being and doing church.” 

For me, “being and doing church” in a new way means this: To focus less on being a provider of 
religious goods and services (baptisms, weddings, and funerals); and instead, to look for creative 
ways to get into our community because we understand and meet our neighbors’ needs. In 
other words, we need to stop expecting people to come to us, and we need to go out to the 
people—to meet our neighbors where they live…to meet them in their hopes and fears, joys 
and sorrows, certainty and perplexity, wholeness and brokenness.  

Three recent examples of going out into the community to understand and to meet the needs of 
our neighbors is through the formation of the Hillsville Ukulele Group, by giving out candy and 
hot apple cider at the town Christmas parade and through the formation of our food pantry. 
Certainly, these are not the only ways to meet and to get to know our neighbors and their needs. 
They are, however, new expressions of being and doing church. 

I do not write any of this to make anyone feel badly. I write it to challenge us and to encourage 
us. I write it because our time is an era of rapid and overwhelming transitional change. Our 
culture has changed. Our church has changed. Consequently, our mission has changed.  

Whether we like it or not, that is our reality. The beginning point to meeting the adaptive 
challenge of our reality (transitional change) is to consistently, creatively, and faithfully ask and 
respond to the question: Why does the Hillsville Presbyterian Church exist?  

I hope to see you soon and often as we answer the question:  Why does the Hillsville 
Presbyterian Church exist? 

On Sunday, December 29, 2019 we witnessed the Ordination and Installation of Elders-elect 
Alison Bolen, Ken Gunn, David Lanham, and Nancy McDaniel. Congratulations and God 
Speed as you start your Ruling Elder service. We also thank Elders Greg Hicks, Ron Walters, 
and Sandy Worrell as they conclude their Ruling Elder service,  
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New Food Pantry Opening in Hillsville 
on Friday, January 24, 2020 By David Welch

Last fall Hillsville Presbyterian Church Pastor 

Kevin Campbell cleverly started “Tuesday 

Table Talks”, a Chris t ian educat ion 

opportunity disguised as a book club. Kevin 

challenged interested members to read a 

book every month and come together to 

share and discuss the author’s message. We 

have read books on the opioid epidemic, the 

disruption of America’s middle class, food 

insecurity and other socio-economic issues.  

After reading $2.00 A DAY 

– Living on Almost Nothing 

in America by Kathryn J. 

Edin and H. Luke Shafer 

members of our Church 

b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y 

concerned about food 

insecurity in Carroll County. 

C a r r o l l C o u n t y h a s 

approximately 3,000 people 

or 1,200 households who 

are food insecure.  

Food insecurity as defined by FEEDING 

AMERICA refers to USDA’s measure of lack of 

access, at times, to enough food for an 

active, healthy life for all household members 

and limited or uncertain unavailability of 

nutritionally adequate foods. Food-insecure 

households are not necessarily food insecure 

all the time. Food insecurity may reflect a 

household’s need to make trade-offs between 

important basic needs, such as housing or 

medical bills, and purchasing nutritionally 

adequate foods.  

Currently only the First United Methodist 

Church on behalf of The Carroll County 

Ministerial Association serves Carroll County 

with a food pantry. Beginning Friday, January 

24, 2020 The Hillsville Presbyterian Church 

Food Pantry will open. Our Food Pantry will 

be open the 2nd Friday of 
each month from 9am – 

Noon and the 4th Friday of 
each month from 4 – 7pm. 

The pantry will be stocked 

with peanut butter, canned 

m e a t s , p a s t a a n d 

vegetables, fruit cups and 

juice, mac & cheese, rice, 

pintos and hot cereals. Any 

Carroll County 1-2 person 

household member can 

choose any 10 items from the pantry, a 3-4 

person household, 20 items and 5+ member 

household 30 items. At each visit Food Pantry 

customers will be asked for their name, 

household address and phone number. 

Members of Hillsville Presbyterian are 

hopeful this new Food Pantry ministry, along 

with our middle schools BackPack Buddies 

ministry, will help fulfill the needs of Carroll 

County food insecure households. 
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4-Jan - Mava Vass 
19-Jan - Michael Howlett 
22-Jan - Lauren Chitwood 
23-Jan - Mary Helen Blair 
28-Jan - Glenda Dalton 
7-Feb - Anna Flink 
10-Feb - Gene Linton 
13-Feb - Faye Gunn  
15-Feb - Brenda Collins 
22-Feb - Angela Campbell 
22-Feb - Penny Moseley 
3-Mar - David Lanham 
4-Mar - Marion Wade 
8-Mar - Stephen Randall 
14-Mar - Wes Hurst 
17-Mar - Ted Westmoreland 
19-Mar - Shirley Hurst 
20-Mar - J Bolen 
26-Mar - Dan Worrell 
27-Mar - David Welch 

10-Jan - Faye & Ken Gunn 
17-Jan - Denise & Greg Hicks 
16-Feb -Leigh Anne Phillips 
14-Mar - Mary Helen & Bill 
Blair 
21-Mar - Jane & Kenny 
Melton 

The Food Pantry is located in the basement (adjacent to 
our large parking lot) of our church building at 172 S. 
Main St., Hillsville, VA.  

About Hillsville Presbyterian Church, organized in 1854 
under the direction of the New River Presbytery. We are 
a Presbyterian Church (USA) church where you are 
welcome to be yourself and where difference is given 
dignity, honor and respect. We strive to seek answers to 
your life and faith questions and to discern what it 
means to be a Christian in today’s world. Our goal is to 
put our faith in action serving those in need through acts 
of compassion and kindness. The greatest benefit of our 
church community is connecting on many levels with 
other Christians and we invite you to join us soon and 
often. We worship every Sunday at 11am, the worship 
service’s gospel, scripture, and sermon are all connected 
and discussed in a manner to help all understand. 
Christian Education is available on Sundays at 10am and 
Thursdays at 6pm.  

The food arrived on Friday, January 17

The food 
delivery crew 
was happy to 
see the plan 
progressing
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I don’t know about you but I was moved to tears and filled with the Holy Spirit during our 
Christmas Eve service. I sense the other 150-200 people in attendance also felt the same 

way. Our “little” church choir, Kevin and CandleFirth were powerful and beautiful. From 
Pastor Kevin’s Appalachian Presbyterian introduction to the telling of the greatest story on 
earth through the music of Joel Ramey’s cantata, The Mighty Act of our Lord’s birth was 

celebrated. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men”.
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Presbyterians Today 2020 Lenten Devotional 

Becoming a Beloved Community: A Matthew 25 journey to the cross 

This year’s Lenten devotional invites us on a thought-provoking journey to see firsthand how 
Jesus’ words to “feed the hungry” and “clothe the naked” still change lives today. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of “beloved community” to describe a society where 
everyone has their needs met. In “Becoming a Beloved Community,” we discover how needs 
are met when selfless love breaks down racial barriers, gives voice to the voiceless and feeds 
hungry hearts, souls and bodies. 

Becoming a Beloved Community Lenten Devotionals will be in 
the Narthex as we get closer to Lent 

Lent 2020 will begin on 
Wednesday, February 26 

and ends on 
Thursday, April 9
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January 24 February 14 February 28 March 13 March 27

Tom Marchese Ron Walters Alison Bolen Rachel Worrell Leigh Anne Phillips

Brenda Quesinberry Janie Walters Angela Campbell Edna Noblett Tom Marchese

Vickie Mills Brenda Quesinberry Tina Wilcox Judy Marchese Brenda Quesinberry

David Welch Tom Marchese

Food Pantry Staff Schedule

Food Pantry Staffing
By Brenda Quesinberry

We are a week out from opening our Food Pantry. We are staffing the Pantry with 3-4 volunteers 
per session. On 2nd Fridays we’re open from 9am-Noon and 4th Fridays from 4-7pm. Our 
volunteers need to arrive 30 minutes prior to opening to get everything ready.  

Volunteers will sign-in customers and assist them with their shopping and bagging. The 
volunteers will also help take a closing inventory so we can keep the pantry well stocked. 

Below is our current list of volunteers for our first five openings. If you can help please let me 
know so I can get you scheduled.
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Our Care 
and 
Fellowship 
Committee 
helped 
warm the 
good 
citizens of 
Hillsville 
attending 
the 
Christmas 
Parade. 

We served 
hot cider 
and candy 
canes to 
young and 
old. 

Hillsville Christmas Parade



Page  of 11 16

Christmas at the Presbyterian 
Children’s Home of the 
Highlands
By Gale Legg

Presbyterian Women gave the Presbyterian 
Children’s Home of the Highlands $200 to purchase 
gifts last Christmas.  As you can see, many churches 
in the Presbytery either purchased gifts or made 
monetary donations.  Following dinner in the 
Dining Hall attended by staff, family members and 
other friends of the Home, a worship service was 
held in the Chapel, after which gifts were presented 
to the residents.  

The last picture is of Skyler reading "The Christmas 
Story" a long-standing tradition for a chosen 
resident each year.

CWS BLANKETS+ SUNDAY
Sunday, March 1st
By Mary Helen Blair

During worship The Presbyterian Women will 
discuss our church’s mission and involvement. A 
special offering will be received for the support of 
this mission and following worship all are invited 
to participate in a fellowship lunch. An explanation 
of C WS Blankets is on the pages 12-13. 

Each Thursday, Kevin Campbell leads a Bible study 
class that is an overview and journey through the 
Bible. To assist us with our pilgrimage through the 
Scriptures, the class is using Arnold Rhodes’ book 
entitled The Mighty Acts of God (Revised Edition).  
Anyone interested in participating in the class may 
purchase a copy of the book on Amazon. The class 
will meet each Thursday in the fellowship hall at 6pm, 
and everyone is welcome. 
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6th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Music and Worship Committee Meeting, 
1pm 
  
Yoga Basic, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish with Mike Wilcox, 7pm 

7th - Building & Grounds Committee 
Meeting, 5pm 
  
Tuesday Table Talk, 6pm 

8th - Shut in Meal (Team 4), 10am 

9th - Mighty Acts of God Bible Study 
(chapter 10) 

12th - Annual Congregational Meeting , 
12pm 
  
13th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Presbyterian Women, 2pm 
  
Yoga Basic, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish with Mike Wilcox, 7pm 

15th - Shut in Meal (Team 1), 10am 

16th - Mighty Acts of God Bible Study 
(chapter 10) 

19th - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Scriptures: Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 
1:1-9, John 1:29-42 
Sermon: “Talking with an Open Ear” 

  
Session Meeting , 12pm 

20th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
22nd - Shut-In Meals (Team2), 10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
23rd - Mighty Acts of God Bible Study, 6pm 
  
24th - Food Pantry, 9am - Noon 
  
26th - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Scriptures: Psalm 27:1-14, 1 Corinthians 
1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23 
Sermon: “An Affirmation of Trust” 
  
27th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 

29th - Shut-in Meals (Team 3), 10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
30th - Mighty Acts of God Bible Study, 6pm 

  

January, 2020 Calendar
Worship, Events and Meetings
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2nd -  4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Scriptures: Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15:1-5, 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12 
Sermon: “On Offer: A Gospel Alternative” 
  
Souper Bowl of Caring Lunch, Noon 
  
HUG (Hillsville Ukulele Group), 3pm 

3rd - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
4th - Tuesday Table Book Club, 6pm 
  
5th - Shut-In Meal (Team 4), 10am 
  
Choir Practice—6pm 
  
6th - Mighty Acts of God Study—6pm 
  
9th - 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-9, Psalm 112:1-10, 1 
Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 
Sermon: "Gospel Caricatures” 
  
Session Meeting, 12:15pm 
  
10th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Presbyterian Women, 2pm 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
12th - Shut-in Meals (Team1), 10am 

  
Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
13th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 
  
14th - Food Pantry, 9am-Noon 

16th - 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Scriptures: Isaiah 51:1-6, Psalm 137:1-9, 
Matthew 16:13-20 
Sermon: “Standing On The Rock” 
  
17th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
19th - Shut-in Meals (Team 2), 10am 
  
Choir Practice—6pm 
  
20th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 

23rd - Transfiguration Sunday 
Scriptures: Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 99:1-9, 2 
Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon: “Set Apart” 
  
26th - Shut In Meals (Team 3), 10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm 
Lessons, Hymns, and the imposition of ashes. 
  
27th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 
  
28th - Food Pantry, 4-7pm 

February, 2020 Calendar
Worship, Events and Meetings
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1st - 1st Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures: Genesis 3:1-7, Psalm 32:1-11, Romans 
5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 
Sermon: “Lenten Predicament…Easter Gift” 
  
Blanket & Tools Sunday and Fellowship Lunch 
  
Hug (Hillsville Ukulele Group), 3pm 
  
2nd - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
3rd - Tuesday Table Talk Book Club, 6pm 
  
4th - Shut-In Meals (Team 1), 10am 
  
Choir Practice, 6pm 
  
5th - Mighty Acts of God Bible Study, 6pm 
  
8th - 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures: Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 
4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 
Sermon: “On The Road to Easter Again!” 
  
Session Meeting, 12:15pm 
  
9th - Movement Class, 10am 

Presbyterian Women, 2pm 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
11th - Shut-in Meals (Team 2), 10am 
  
Choir Practice—6pm 
  
12th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 
  
13th - Food Pantry, 9am-Noon 

15th - 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures: Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, John 4:5-30 
Sermon: “The Big Yes of Lent” 
  
16th - Movement Class, 10am 

Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
18th - Shut-in Meals (Team 3), 10am 
  
Choir Practice—6pm 
  
19th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 

22nd - 4th Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures: Psalm 23:1-6, John 9:1-41 
Sermon: “Do You Want To Be His Disciple Too?” 
  
23rd - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
  
25th - Shut-in Meals (Team 4), 10am 
  
Choir Practice—6pm 
  
26th - Mighty Acts of God Study, 6pm 
  
27th - Food Pantry, 4-7pm 

29th - 5th Sunday in Lent 
Scriptures: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11, John 
11:17-27 
Sermon: “A Prelude to Easter” 
  
30th - Movement Class, 10am 
  
Yoga Basics, 4pm 
  
One Hour of Spanish w/Mike Wilcox, 7pm 
 
  

March, 2020 Calendar
Worship, Events and Meetings


